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Before His Exit, a Top Sprinter Lets a Chance to Win a Stage Slip Away

By JULIET MACUR
TRIESTE, Italy — Legs pump-

ing and hektt racing, Mark Cav-
endsh was positive thare he coald
beat every ruder to the finish Sun
day at the

rirod ' ltahia

He s, o r all, one of the
waorld's besr sprinters, And, &fter
all, he has sald that a0 one can
beat him in the final 100 megers of
ar

Butthis time, he was wrong.

Alessand ctacchi, an [talian
rider on the LPR Brakes-Far-
nesse Vini team, 5 dour from
win Stage 2 in this poct clry not
far from Slos a. As Petacch
pumped hs arms, Cavendish
dropped s head

It p i
Cavendish sald of cxpectiag to
win in those fiaal, chac

onds of the -n

! BETVES Me right”

course, wigh
Jose ls going to he dama

Fouo Cavendsh, the
firecracker of a co
Team dumbia-Hig
ing the leader's pink jersey wis
some consolation. He finshed in
1 houy ninutes 7 seconds, the
same time as Petacchy, and his

Columbia teammares &re in sec-

a1 ¢RO

Vear-old
pentor on

oad, Keep-

ond through ffth place in the
overall standag Lance Anm
stromg, the seven-time Tour de

»y
France winaer, is in 10rh, 27 se¢-

ds back.
Bur the ¢lock is ricking for Cav-
endish and other sf spe

- £0 Win 3 stage
There are seven stages in this

I-st3ge race that could be ciassi-

y
fied as fertde ground for sprint-

ers because they are flat or some
what flat. Two ¢ acar the end

ol the seon Another two

happen in
race

By then, spraters, like Caven.

| days of rhe

nilaay
Betwoeen now and then, there

falshes

are seven mountan
spread throughout the compet
nan Cavendish will
through at least three of them be-
fore calling ¢ quits, saxd Boh Sta
pieton, Commbia’s team ownet
*We doa't want him 1o do ron
much befove the Tour de France
hecause he obviowusy has higam-
b ti there” St
“Wewant rto Keep him as fresh as
sible for whea we aced him.
Ir's &% parr of the ream's strat-

cgy.”

Meton  sad

the finish |Is
simply part of the job, said the re-
rired Tralian evelir Mario Cpall-
ni, arguahl
othisem
Cipoihing, nickaamed The Lioa
King, Super Mario and Maro the
Magnificent, sald he helleved
that spronters do nod need (o slay
1o the ead of the race 1o ger rhe
They can win often and
varly = 3 stage race, he sad, be-

e greatest spriater

¢ Maving their wwammares o
lantZthe fnlsh
“The sou the sprinter & to
always think he 15 the hest in the
nd thar he ¢an win every
X lini said after San-
day's stage, as two dozea tans
clamaored aro
“Three weeks & 100 Jong for us to
race because ftcan hurt us. We're

1d him for photos

Koad of del wate arhleres”

Sl there s anather task 1o he
doae: help their teammates wia,
The sprmters olten work hard st

the front of the pack 1o make ir

lleagues — par-
the oncs gomng lor v

casier for thelr ¢
e

Win — o make 1o

nis
riders tuck 1a behind
i (feammates, they can save

up 1o 40 per
sald Allen Lim, an exerclise phy

of their energy,

WO race hefare it hecame
r tarure per-
nmg i the

A1)
detrumenta
formances Ren

to the

race in€rehis the acrabic capac-
Ity of the sprinters, but dolag so
thuir anserot

It capac

Which i what makes thew fesrin
hursts.

“It’s Lke trying to he tall and
shore at the same tim Lim saud.
“I05 just nor going to happen.”

As & sprint specialiar, it is &
careful balance hetween go
out in the 'pHﬂl siage

ag all
1 try-

ing not to expend ron wuch ener-
gy on the climl sprinters,
the probem r i the
mounta s because riders ¢an by
dropped from the ¢ It they do
not finish close eaough to the

leade

“Ie's never nice 1o guir & race,
hut 1t's better to leave on vour
own fer 1 Dean, »
sprater on Team Garmin who is
competing 1o his 12th Grand Tour.
JUsLErY to

ms,” said Julis

“In the mountains, ¥
ger throwgh them the besr as vou
can. And, sure, that means pain.
Most of the time, the sprnters
will work together at the very
back ot the pack.”

Cavendish, Dean and other
PUAters have that pain and ¢

ward

maradersie o look fo .
While Monday's 12 lle stage
Grrado 1o |dabbesdene s
bt kevel, the two stages
atter that will be contested in the
Daolomites

After that, three mediam-5i2¢
mountan stages lead up to a cir-
cult race in Milan, which l

wuaday, though, he did aot
have tme o think sbout that He
Wak husy Mogging himself for ket-
ting down his team.

Cavendish sald he 1d have
sprmted toward the finish earlier




